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Voice

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ!

Greetings from Moscow! We’ve had an amazing fall so
far. Beautiful weather, an increase in university student
population, and a strong campus ministry program have
led us to record attendance! We broke the 500 people
mark at Sunday Masses during a September weekend,
had over 100 students at our Ask Me Anything bi-annual
event, and took a record 85 students on our Fall Outreach
Retreat a couple of weeks ago. God is abundantly
blessing us here at St. Augustine’s!

We’re truly straining from success, which makes
your prayers and financial support needed now more
than ever. We still have some of our 100 Yeti mugs left
for those who sign up for our Vandal Catholic Mug Club
and commit to donating at least $100 per month. We
appreciate financial gifts of any amount or commitment. 

I am so blessed to work every day with students  who
are growing in their faith, making better choices, and
preparing for a life-long commitment to Catholicism, all
made possible by the grace of God, our staff ready to serve,
and those who support us and help us to keep our lights on.
It’s an honor to be on this mission with you.

Please keep our students in your prayers, especially in their
upcoming exams and during their Christmas break. If
you’re ever in Moscow for a visit or need something from
us here at St. Augustine’s, please don’t hesitate to let us
know. Enjoy this Vandal Catholic Voice! 

In Him,

Fr. Chase Hasenoehrl
Pastor, St. Augustine’s Catholic Center



AMA: Ask Me Anything
Milkshakes after Mass
VC Club: Friday Fellowship 
The Great Debate 
Fall Outreach Retreat
Vocational Discernment Weekend

Fall Campus Ministry Highlights:

Campus Ministry
The fall of 2022 has proven to be full of excitement and activity at
St. Augustine's. From the first day of Welcome Week in August,
campus ministry and FOCUS have been working together to bring
about spiritual growth opportunities for our students. The center is
continually bustling with students.  Social activities like attending
the farmers' market or Vandal football games bring kids together. 
 Mass, Adoration, and Confession bring all closer to the faith. 
 Events like Spirit and Life and the Hippo Lectures challenge  the
intellect and strengthen the community. The ultimate goal is clear:
St. Augustine's endeavors to engage university students in the
brilliance of the Catholic faith, such that they will live authentic and
joyfully Catholic lives.

The Fall Outreach Retreat, in particular, was an opportunity for
students to encounter Christ, both in the sacraments and in
community. Each year, the Catholic Center makes the student
retreat a top priority. Everyone needs the quietness of a retreat to
focus on what is most important: Christ and our relationship with
Him. St. Augustine's is centered around growing in relationship
with Christ. Each student, who is active here, should graduate from
the University of Idaho on fire with the faith and ready for a life of
mission, wherever the Lord is calling them.

Hike with Mass  Tailgate

Before Mass



Vandal Catholic : By the Numbers 

New Campus Minister:Nicole Koepl
The falling leaves, the autumn colors, and the bustling Saturday Farmer's Market...
it feels good to be back home in Idaho! I grew up south of Moscow in Nezperce,
Idaho, on the family farm. After graduating from high school, I moved with my
cousin to Bismarck, North Dakota, to double major in Catholic Studies and
Theology at the University of Mary. Pursuing two majors allowed me to study the
topics most interesting to me: the human person, Theology of the Body, and the
Song of Songs. My years at UMary were priceless. I graduated with many beautiful
memories and lifelong friendships.  An added bonus, I am marrying fellow UMary
graduate John Cornwell on May 20th of next year. My time at university was
incredibly impactful. I know, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that my time at UMary
prepared me for life here at St. Augustine's!

C U R R E N T  S T .  A U G U S T I N E ' S  B U D G E T  

1.     FOCUS - $22,000 needed ($80,000 annually)
2.     Catholic Intellectual Formation Staff - $20,000 needed ($35,000 annually)
3.     Campus Ministry - $50,000+ needed ($300,000+ annually, depending on growth)
4.     Music Ministry - $0.00 needed ($40,000 annually, funded for this year)

As we continue to serve students at the University of Idaho, we are always developing
and enhancing programming opportunities. The goal is to provide a joyful, authentically
Catholic experience for all.  Please consider supporting our continued growth. 

Ongoing programs that require further funding:

F23 Budgeted Revenue F23 Budgeted Expenses 



  Monica's Coffee Bar
elevated grounds

Latte or mocha?  Iced or hot?   Whole milk or oat milk?
Monica's Coffee Bar is a full service espresso bar located in
the dining hall  of the Catholic Center.  Officially opened in
February 2021, Monica's began as a pop-up concept offering
coffee  and baked goods from Storybook Baking Company,
operated by parishioners Jessi and Craig Mariner, with the
mission to provide Christian hospitality to the greater
university community through a great cup of Doma coffee.
Student baristas worked 10-12 hours a week earning a fair
wage instead of the normal  tip-structured pay system. The
student community grew as they spent time together in the
coffee shop studying or meeting with friends.

The  potential reach of Monica's increased greatly this August
when the national coffee shop  next door in the UI bookstore
did not re-open.  Each day, dozens of students, UI staff, and
community members come through  Monica's doors for a
warm cup of coffee or an iced Lotus drink. From fleeting
encounters to repeat customers becoming friends, Monica's
Coffee Bar is making a big impact.   The dining hall is often
filled with a variety  of students from around the university. 
 As a ministry of St. Augustine's, the  mission of Monica's is
to provide a warm, welcoming face in a world often hostile to
religion.  Please pray for our hospitality to soften hearts. Stop
by for a fresh pastry or drink the next time you visit campus! 
 Monicas's is open six days a week.  We also sell gift cards
which make wonderful gifts or stocking stuffers for your
favorite University of Idaho student or friend!  Call the office
for details, 208-882-4613. 

" D O  N O T  N E G L E C T  T O  S H O W
H O S P I T A L I T Y  T O  S T R A N G E R S . "

 ~ H E B R E W S  1 3 : 2
 

MONICA'S
COFFEE BAR

HOURS
 

M O N . - F R I .  
7 : 3 0 A M  -  4 : 3 0 P M

 
S A T .  

8 : 0 0 A M  -  2 : 0 0 P M  
 



What Has the Lord Been Teaching You
Through the COVID-19 Pandemic?

Originally from southeastern Idaho, Rachael Fornarotto was raised in a fun-loving
Christian family which includes her parents, Kate and John, and brothers, Michael and
Nicholas. Growing up in a Protestant home, Rachael went to church on Sundays,
participated in Sunday school, and attended a Lutheran elementary school where she
and her siblings were all confirmed. 
 
While always considering herself a Christian, Rachael never had all the answers or
practical tools to live a life for Christ. During her senior year at a small, Christian
liberal arts college, Rachael lived with an intentional Christian community that studied
topics of race, religion, and reconciliation as they examined the Gospel with a very
liberal lens. A seed of doubt was planted. This seed festered as the COVID-19
pandemic came into full force. During their time home together, Rachael's younger
brother, Nicholas, began to talk about meeting with a man named Fr. Nick on campus.
 
In the Fall of 2020, Nicholas returned to school and the same faith community Rachael
had left while Rachael came to Moscow to study theater at the University of Idaho.
Nicholas’ roommate was a Catholic who shared what the Catholic church taught on
topics presented in class. Nicholas continued to study the Catholic teachings and met
with Fr. Nick frequently. In the Fall of 2021, Nicholas joined the Catholic church.
 
In Moscow, Rachael realized for the first time in her life how much she needed to know
and lean on Jesus. As this desire developed, Nicholas shared with her the teachings of
the Catholic Church and recommended that Rachael meet with the local priest to talk
about RCIA. Rachael found St. Augustine's, and with the help of Father Chase, she
began her individualized formation program. One of the FOCUS missionaries
journeyed with her and became her sponsor. The welcoming environment of St.
Augustine’s educational opportunities and kind people drew Rachael into the church.
She was confirmed during the Easter vigil in April 2022 and is so very grateful for the
support and love of the community at St. Augustine’s. 

Eric Meyer, Director of Mission,
recently published The Catholic
Company Man (Wipf and Stock, 2022).
More than twenty years in the trenches
with global pharmaceutical companies
gave rise to this book which  can be
found almost anywhere including
bookshop.org/shop/catholic.

Vandal Catholic Intellect 
Dr. Gracjan Kraszewski, Director of Intellectual Formation, is a popular member of the staff at St.
Augustine’s.  This fall semester, he is offering a course entitled "(A Catholic Perspective on) America:
What it Was, Is and Could Be" which meets in the Ambrose Classroom two afternoons each week.  The
class is also presented on Zoom. Offering these classes for college credit is a desire.   Dr. Gracjan, as he
is known around the center, is a vital part of our Wednesday evening campus ministry series.  Each
semester he  delivers three Hippo Lectures.  In addition, he joins Father Chase and Focus Team
Director Andrew Gogl to present our monthly Spirit & Life: Catholic Faith Essentials. Another popular
program featuring Dr. Gracjan is the AMA: Ask Me Anything where students pose diverse questions
about life and faith.  More information about our Intellect Formation program can be found online.  

Rachael
Fornarotto

Student
Profile:

Dr. Gracjan's talent as a writer is
showcased in his work on Civil War
history, Catholic Confederates (Kent State
Univ. Press, 2020).  His second novel,
Thermonuclear Mirth, is forthcoming in
2023.  This summer his articles appeared
online for the Catholic Journal and
Dappled Things. 

Staff Authors' Corner

FOCUS missionary Bryson
and Rachael



New Campus Minister, Nicole Koepl, and our wide range of ongoing activities
Christian hospitality and outreach through  Monica's Coffee Bar 
Time and resources needed to run this ministry
The fruits of our work from a student's perspective

 Greetings from St. Augustine’s Catholic Center in Moscow, Idaho! 
Enjoy this fall edition of our newsletter where you'll read all about:

Thank you for your prayers and support for our students! 
We cannot serve the community here at the  University of Idaho without your generosity and
support. Every day we see the fruits of your investment! 
We are grateful  for your help with our mission at St. Augustine's and  Vandal Catholic! 

Encounter the Sacred, Discover the Truth, Change the World

Mission Statement:
To live, foster, and proclaim
the Gospel of Jesus Christ
to the University of Idaho.

St. Augustine's Catholic Center
P.O. Box 3457
Moscow, ID 83843

Vandal Catholic Voice 
is published twice a year. 

Send comments to:

Website:
www.vandalcatholic.com

Email:
vandalcatholic@gmail.com

Telephone:
(208) 882-4613

Fr. Chase Hasenoehrl, Pastor
 vandalcatholic@gmail.comm

(208) 882-4613
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Make a Difference:
DONATE  ONLINE!

Bible Study group at Silver Lake Retreat Center

Fr. Chase Hilgenbrinck at the Fall Outreach Retreat 


